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In the unused drop forge building they’ve created an

installation that is an homage to the history, workers and

methods employed at Disston; they created two videos: one of

current machine manufacturing at the factory, the other a

N collage of early blueprints for machinery projected onto
theartblog | Roberta Fallonblueprints, and audio tape that includes ambient sound from

« the factory. Other than the equipment that supports the audio
and video and a tall conveyor belt that bifurcates the space,
most of the material in the installation came from the site.
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E Philadelphia, While Charlie Chaplin’s Modern Times portrayed industrial
procluction as antagonist, Healy and Phillips have built what
they acknowledge to be a temple to Vulcan, god of fire and
patron of blacksmiths. Dramatic lighting throughout underlines

"theartblog | Roberta Fallony, sense that this is a hallowed space.
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The artists re-arranged old machine parts as if they were

fallonandrosof.blogspot.corghildren’s blocks (or a dis-assembled Louise Nevelson),
creating groupings which allude variously to architecture,
machinery and people. In one corner they’'ve arranged old
leclger books, one open to show the beauty of accounts hand-
done in proper 19th century penmanship. In another they’'ve
arrayed groups of hand-tools in patterns on circular machine
parts. The installation speaks of great respect for Disston’s
procuction, history and the people involved.

Z Malvern, Pennsylvania

And the workers and neighbors with family connections
understand that; they’ve visited, and continue to contribute
their stories. Disston had built a community around the factory
(a paternalistic utopianism much like Ledoux’s Royal Salt
Works at Arc-et-Senans), including housing, schools and a
firehouse and many of the area’s current inhabitants have long
ties to the company. Healy and Phillips’ installation is a
visually-stunning environment and a locus for Tacony history.
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